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PlanitJewish.com OFFERS MULTIPLE BENEFITS

FOR FEDERATION AND COMMUNITY

Houston, Texas

“With PlanitJewish.com, we are using technology to maximize engagement in the Houston Jewish community.”

-Lee Wunsch, Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Federation of Greater Houston

There are many good reasons for a Federation to adopt PlanitJewish.com, an interactive online calendar and event management system, according to Lee Wunsch, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston.

“First, this tool allows us to engage the growing number of people in our community who are online everyday,” he explained.  Houston launched its version of the calendar—PlanitJewish Houston—in September, 2004.  After only two months, the Federation has seen a 100% increase in RSVPs to certain events, confirming the Federation’s assumption that the Internet should be a key part of their outreach strategy.

The Federation also looks forward to using the data gleaned from PlanitJewish.com usage to inform fundraising and planning efforts.  “Over time, we expect to use tracking reports to gain important insights about our Jewish community—especially about what motivates people to participate in Jewish life,” Wunsch pointed out.  

PlanitJewish Houston replaced Houston’s home-grown calendar system that required cumbersome manual entries managed by a Federation staffer.  The old calendar was a one-way street, absent the RSVP and online payment functionality of PlanitJewish.com.  “PlanitJewish offers our agencies and synagogues so much more,” said Barbara Raynor, director of marketing and communications at the Federation. “The previous system couldn’t handle the volume of Jewish activities in the Houston area.  We actually used to discourage our partner agencies from listing their full complement of events and programs.”

Raynor sees a great advantage in enabling community organizations to upload and manage their own events.  Today, a glance at PlanitJewish Houston reveals thousands of Jewish activities, from JCC adult education classes to Chanukah socials at local synagogues.  In addition, each organization can create its own introductory page designed to familiarize the community with its mission and contact information.  The system also provides an easy method for agencies to find volunteers, track program attendance and solicit post-event feedback, among other functions.

Raynor notices enthusiasm growing among Jewish organizations and individual users in the Houston area. “Through PlanitJewish Houston, we and our partner agencies, educational institutions and synagogues are closer to our common goal: to maximize participation in Jewish community,” Raynor concluded.
