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The Best of the Jewish Bay Area 2005

JEWISH LIFE

COMMUNITY

Best Jewish Lectures

The Bay Area relishes its reputation as a melting pot of people and ideas — and for being the undisputed champion of open dialogue. This year, some speakers visiting here fostered ideological diversity by way of the lecture circuit at the first-place winning Jewish Community Center of San Francisco.

"It is the comprehensive nature of our programming that keep people coming back," said Nate Levine, the executive director at JCCSF. "We have really brought world class and diverse points of view from the Jewish world, as well as people from other communities who have shared their perspective."

First:

JCC of San Francisco

3200 California St.

(415) 292-1200

www.jccsf.org

Second:

Jewish Community Library

Bureau of Jewish Education

1835 Ellis St., San Francisco

(415) 567-3327

www.bjesf.org

Best Jewish Fund-raiser

According to our readers, no one held a more elegant fundraiser in the past year than the Jewish Family and Children’s Services émigré community.

The event’s purpose was to bring people together to raise awareness about modern-day émigré issues.

And according to Jenny Brock, assistant event coordinator, it’s thrilling for the community to win "because it validates all the work they have done. They came over to America in need of émigré services. Now, they are in such a position of success that they are giving back. They are helping themselves, supporting all these programs for their own people."

Eden Bruner, another coordinator, added that "out of about 228,000 Jews in the West Bay, Soviet Union Jews make up about 8 percent. By bringing together new and old émigrés, we are helping keep the community strong."

First:

JFCS Emigre Community Gala

2534 Judah St., San Francisco

(415) 449-2900

www.jfcs.org

Second:

New Generations Gala Benefit

785 Market St., Ste. 1400, San Francisco

(415) 543-5055

www.nif.org

Best JCC

Workshops, social and singles events, dance classes. Should we go on? Music performances. Art exhibits. More?

With more than 1.6 million served in a given year (people, that is, not burgers), the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco offers more programming than some small liberal arts colleges. (And it’s cheaper, too.)

It comfortably topped our readers’ list as the best JCC in the Bay Area.

Executive Director Nate Levine noted that success is about variety. It’s about "the totality of what we do," he said. "We bring so many of the people of the Jewish community together to do so many different things. We have people who see the JCC as their preschool, a center for Jewish learning, as a place to experience arts and culture, or as a place to be healthy and work out."

Yet, JCCSF is not solely a home for the Jewish community — it also won San Francisco Weekly’s Best Recreation/Learning Center award this year.

First:

JCC of San Francisco

3200 California St., San Francisco

(415) 292-1200

www.jccsf.org

Second:

Peninsula JCC

800 Foster City Blvd., Foster City

(650) 212-PJCC (7522)

www.pjcc.org

( Best Web Site (
Nowadays, with so many things available at the click of a button (books, clothes, Jerry’s DeliPaks), there’s almost no sensible reason to leave the house.

For people looking for more than home-delivered corned beef on rye, however, PlanitJewish (tops in this category) is an ideal place — connecting online Jews to local Jewish life.

The site, now run by the San Francisco-based Jewish Community Federation, "helps people find out how to get involved in the community, to find out how to volunteer, and to get connected with friends”, said Howard Brown, president and CEO of PlanitJewish. "This site is like a map for the Jewish community."

First:

PlanitJewish
Second:

JCC of San Francisco
Best Women’s Organization

What do former Secretary of State Colin Powell, U2 singer Bono and Hadassah have in common? They’ve all been nominated for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize.

What don’t they have in common? Only Hadassah topped the j. readers’ poll for Best Women’s Organization.

Hadassah, which was nominated for the Nobel for promoting peace in the Middle East region by providing equal medical treatment to Palestinians and Israelis alike," is providing hospitals in war-torn countries," according to Paul Schexnayder, administrative assistant for the San Francisco chapter.

"No more blood has been spilled on the sand of any other place than the Middle East. We are just trying to make peace."

First:

Hadassah

1715 Polk St., San Francisco

(415) 771-5900

www.hadassah.org

Second (tie):

AMIT

2232 Judah St., San Francisco

(415) 664-6309

www.amitchildren.org

Shalom Bayit

P.O. Box 10102, Oakland

(510) 451-8874

www.shalom-bayit.org

Best Men’s Organization

Male bonding is an age-old tradition. Sometimes it involves cigars and Turkish baths, other times just going to a ballgame.

For the Jewish guy, first-place winner B’nai B’rith seems to do the trick, too, and Irving Golden, past president of the Northern California Region, said there’s an easy explanation why.

"There is a unity and brotherhood that exists in B’nai B’rith that does not exist in many other organizations. The organization is over 160 years old. They have always had a goal of assistance not only among its members but the public in general."

B’nai B’rith covers the entire age spectrum (BBYO for youth to housing services for the elderly). The group’s devotion to strengthening Jewish life in the community apparently is such that it could continue for another 160 years.

First:

B’nai B’rith

91 Knight Drive, San Rafael

(415) 456-0344

www.bnaibrith.org

Best Jewish Agency

Some of us remember tzedakah as the leftover change from our pockets being turned in to Hebrew school once a week. But to two local Jewish federations (which as one entity tied for first place) and the San Francisco-based Jewish Family and Children’s Services, it’s a lot, lot more.

"Our volunteers feel like they can have a real impact on people’s lives, explained Rachel Kesselman, JFCS head of volunteer services. “As an extension of every service we provide, volunteers really feel like they are making a difference."

Added Phyllis Cook, acting executive director of the San Francisco-based Jewish Community Federation: “We are an agency that serves and supports. … We are a consensual organization. There is no one stream, all of the Jewish interests affect us. The secret of the federation is the quality of volunteers who rally to support the enterprise."

Loren Basch, CEO of the Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay, put it this way: “Most people know that when you give a dollar to the federation, it goes to the broadest number of Jews."

First (tie):

Jewish Family and Children’s Services

multiple locations

(415) 449-1200

www.jfcs.org

Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties

121 Steuart St., San Francisco

(415) 777-0411

www.sfjcf.org

Jewish Community Federation of the East Bay

300 Grand Ave., Oakland

(510) 839-2900

www.jfed.org

Second:

Bureau of Jewish Education

639 14th Ave., San Francisco

(415) 751-6983

www.bjesf.org

Best Jewish Politician

J. readers flocked to our polls to vote for Sen. Barbara Boxer as best Jewish politician.

Known for her commitment to protecting the environment, lowering crime and preserving the financial safety net for older Americans, the senator also has been recognized by the Anti-Defamation League and the National Council of Jewish Women for her achievements.

"The values that I learned in my Jewish home are the values I bring to my job," Boxer said. "These include standing up and fighting on the side of the people I represent, and not being afraid to stick to my convictions even when it gets difficult."

Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Rep. Tom Lantos tied for second.

Also receiving votes in this category were Al Gore, Barbara Lee and Gavin Newsom. Um — not Jewish, not Jewish and separated.

First:

Sen. Barbara Boxer

1700 Montgomery St., Suite 240, San Francisco

(415) 403-0100

www.boxer.senate.gov

Second (tie):

Sen. Dianne Feinstein

One Post St., Suite 2450, San Francisco

(415) 393-0707

www.feinstein.senate.gov

Rep. Tom Lantos

400 S. El Camino Real Suite 410, San Mateo

(650) 342-0300

www.lantos.house.gov

SENIORS

Best Jewish Retirement Home

The Jewish Home of San Francisco is forging new and exciting paths in the field of elder care — enough to earn first-place in this category.

Known for its diverse programming, the Home leads a seven-day-a-week activity program in which the recreational needs of the residents are met not only during daytime but in the evening as well.

"I have had the pleasure of going on outings with some of our residents, and it is a joy to see how positively they react to other environments," said Daniel Ruth, the home’s president and CEO. "These outings, such as visits to the opera and museums, let our residents stay engaged with community life outside of Silver Avenue," where the Home is located.

The Reutlinger Community for Jewish Living in Danville was a close runner-up.

First:

Jewish Home

302 Silver Ave., San Francisco

(415) 334-2500

www.jhsf.org

Second:

Reutlinger Community for Jewish Living

4000 Camino Tassajara, Danville

(925) 964-2066 or (925) 968-2800

www.rcjl.org

Best Sectarian Retirement Facility

According to our readers, Rossmoor in Walnut Creek tops this category by facilitating an active and caring community for the aged. With amenities such as NCGA-rated golf courses, riding stables and outdoor tennis courts to keep residents moving, Rossmoor stresses the importance of recreation in everyday life.

Claremont House in Oakland and the Magnolia in Millbrae took second place. According to Stephanie Sanders-Badt, a spokesperson there, "Our philosophy is that we respect people in the place they happen to be, and we want to give them an opportunity and a forum to continue to be who they are, which creates an environment of fascinating and interesting people."

First:

Rossmoor

P.O. Box 2070, Walnut Creek

(925) 988-7700

www.rossmoor.com

Second (tie):

Claremont House

4500 Gilbert St., Oakland

(510) 658-9266

www.crmscommunities.com/claremont

The Magnolia of Millbrae

201 Chadbourne Ave., Millbrae

(650) 697-7700

www.themagnolia.com

VOLUNTEERS

Best Place to Volunteer

With so many people running from work to meetings to carpools to school events to home, there rarely seems to be time left for anything else, like, say breathing or volunteering.

Thankfully, the San Francisco-based Jewish Family and Children’s Services is available for the latter, with its highly regarded reputation and diversity of programming.

Rachel Kesselman, head of volunteer services at JFCS, said her staff matches volunteers with programs in which they will excel the best. "We really provide a lot of training to enhance the volunteers’ skills and knowledge about what they are doing," she said.

JFCS’ helping hand extends to adults living with disabilities, youth mentoring, senior outreach and endeavors such as Project Open Hand.

First:

Jewish Family and Children’s Services

2150 Post St., San Francisco

(415) 449-1200

www.jfcs.org

Second:

Oakland Hebrew Day School

5500 Redwood Road, Oakland

(510) 531-8686

www.ohds.org

