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PLANITJEWISH.COM CONNECTS JEWS TO JEWISH LIFE

Online Service Brings Complete Listing of Local Events to Communities 

SAN MATEO, CALIF., September 6 – A [innovative, revolutionary, ground-breaking] online resource is about to infuse the Bay Area Jewish community: PlanItJewish (http://www.planitjewish.com). As the first online service to provide a comprehensive listing of local Jewish events, PlanItJewish links Jews to Jewish life through cultural, social, volunteer and educational activities. 

By matching users’ interests to specific events, PlanItJewish makes it simple for people to find activities they want to do and organizations to find participants. "We want to use the web as a vehicle to connect Jewish people to all our robust programs," says Nate Levine, Executive Director of the San Francisco Jewish Community Center.

Free to users, PlanItJewish offers a complete selection of Jewish events, the ability to search for activities based on category, location or keyword, invite friends to sign up for an event via email, submit online RSVPs, register and fill out post-event surveys to gage the success of events. When users register, they benefit from more personal features. By specifying the types of events they enjoy, what part of town they prefer and the days they’re available, users can create a MyJewishEvents homepage complete with a customized calendar that synchs with Microsoft Outlook and PDAs. Users receive email updates when events that match their interests are posted. A Photo Gallery lets event-goers view pictures of events and email them to friends. 

Any Jewish organization – synagogues, non-profits, agencies, social clubs, study groups – can use the site to post events. Organizations using PlanItJewish discover fresh, engaged volunteers and increased community participation in the events they sponsor. "Volunteers are the lifeblood of non-profit organizations," says Howard Brown, PlanItJewish CEO and President. "Finding volunteers can be difficult. We are a gateway.” 

Posting an event on PlanItJewish.com is as easy as completing an online form. Necessary details include the event name, a brief description, date and time, contact information, cost and location. Repeating events need only be entered once. Contributing organizations are notified via email as participants sign up for activities. There is no charge to post events. Using the web to connect more people with local Jewish organizations and events means a more vibrant Jewish community – and that is the goal for co-founders Martin Singer and Howard Brown. 

PlanItJewish will debut in the San Francisco Bay Area September 9th at the Jewish Cultural Street Fair in Palo Alto (http://www.newbridges.org/ToLife/). The PlanItJewish service is scheduled to launch additional cities in the U.S. and Canada in 2002.

PlanItJewish is a 501(c3) nonprofit organization committed to advancing participation, membership and volunteerism in local Jewish communities by providing access to comprehensive local and national Jewish event programming on its web site. Founded in March 2000, PlanItJewish is based in San Mateo, California. 

